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was then found sitting by his bed, with one arm on the
bolster,, the other was resting on the inside of the leg and
held a discharged pistol. The brains had been blown out.
Suspicion at first fell on the son., because the hand still
grasped the pistol, and in experiments made by lifting the
arm to the head and then allowing" it to drop to the position
in which it was found,, the pistol dropped out of the hand.
This very fact, however, established the son's innocence.
In the experiments tried after death,, the rigidity produced
by the cadaveric spasm had been destroyed,, and therefore
the weight of the pistol caused it to fall from the hand,
but when death occurred the cadaveric spasm would have
the effect of suddenly tightening the muscles of the fingers,
and thus preventing the pistol from fatting. It therefore
followed that the deceased, when death occurred, must have
been holding the pistol in his hand, and it could not have
been placed there after death."^

* For other cases of Oadaverie Spnsm, see Tidy, Vol. I, p. 64.   Taylor, Vol. I,
p 70. Case of Lord William llnssell, (ibid. 65, 66,)
Case of .Robert Eeid, Edinburgh, 1355, Taylor, p. 70, See also Ogston,p. 377.